
September 8, 2020 

Regular Session 

 

 

The Bellevue City Council met on Tuesday, September 8, 2020 in Regular Session at 6:00 P.M. 

in the Council Chambers with Mayor Roger Michels presiding. Due to the COVID-19 virus and 

recommendation by the Governor and U.S. Center for Disease Control to practice social 

distancing, City Hall remained closed for the public meeting. However, public access was 

provided via telephone conference and the Bellevue Cable Local Access channel. The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited by all present. The roll was called as follows:  

 

PRESENT:    Councilmembers Jayson Heiar, Lyn Medinger, Tammy Michels, Tim Roth and 

Tom Roth. Also present were City Administrator/Clerk Abbey Skrivseth, Police 

Officer Josh Kilburg, Delbert Jackson and Jerry Jackson and the following by 

phone: David Heiar, Dan Hingtgen and Nic Hockenberry. 

 

ABSENT: None.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Mayor Roger Michels reviewed the Agenda and declared it approved. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Michels moved with a second by Tom Roth to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

A. Approve Minutes of August 17, 2020 Regular Session 

B. Approve August Financial Reports 

C. Approve Library Bills and Claims as Authorized 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – ECIA Contract 

As discussed at the prior meeting, ECIA has put together a contract for services to help facilitate 

and complete a new Comprehensive Plan. The $30,000 cost would be funded by two grant 

opportunities of $20,000 and the City and Utilities would cost share the remaining $10,000. In 

August, the Bellevue Municipal Board of Trustees were in agreement with having a new plan 

and will formally vote on the contract and cost sharing at their September board meeting.   

 

Tom Roth moved with a second by Medinger to approve the Contract for completing a new 

Comprehensive Plan with East Central Intergovernmental Association. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Skrivseth discussed that a Steering Committee would need to be formed. This would be a one-

year commitment and should include various members from other City boards along with 

community members. Mayor Michels and Skrivseth volunteered to be on the committee but no 

one from the Council was interested. Skrivseth will place an ad in the paper to start community 

interest along with reaching out to existing boards. 

 

 



HALLOWEEN: ROTARY PARADE & TRICK OR TREATING 

The Rotary Club would like to hold their annual Halloween costume parade on Sunday 

10/25/2020 at Cole Park to allow for social distancing with a 10/31/2020 rain date. Discussion 

followed regarding trick or treating on 10/25/2020 from 4:30-6:30pm. Tim Roth moved with a 

second by Michels to approve the parade and trick or treating for 2020. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

JACKSON PARK SUBDIVISION THIRD ADDITION 

Construction and utility installation bids were received last week for the Jackson Park 

Subdivision Third Addition. Horsfield Construction submitted the low bid of $393,188.70, which 

was substantially lower than WHKS’ estimated engineering bid. The City’s informal agreement 

that locked in the land’s purchase price with Delbert Jackson expires today, 09/08/2020. At the 

Council’s 09/21/2020 meeting, the public hearing for the plans and specs along with awarding 

the bid are projected to be on the agenda. 

 

A detailed discussion was had on the subject. The Council originally asked JCEA, Dave Heiar 

and Nic Hockenberry to reach out to contractors before the Council chose to do engineering and 

go out for bids.  The Council was told that one contractor was interested in purchasing 10 lots 

and a second was interested in five lots. Due to the timing of the bid opening and the Council 

meeting along with not knowing details on how the Council would proceed, updated 

commitments were not received from contractors after the infrastructure bids were received.  

 

Tom Roth does not want to take the risk in the City purchasing the land and putting 

infrastructure in unless purchase agreement and earnest money is received for the lots. Medinger 

asked if the (one interested) private individual would still be interested in developing the 

subdivision given the low bid that the City received. Dave Heiar was going to look into this for 

the Council. Discussion was then had over selling the lots at $45,000 each to help the City 

breakeven and requiring a 20% earnest money when signing a purchase agreement. It was 

acknowledged that more time would be needed to gather commitments and input from those 

interested in purchasing developed lots. 

 

Mayor Michels asked Delbert Jackson and his son Jerry if they would be willing to extend their 

deadline of 09/08 to 09/21 to coincide with the next regular session council meeting. After 

discussion, the Jackson’s verbally agreed to extend their deadline to 09/21. 

 

Michels moved with a second by Tim Roth to table the topic on the Jackson Park Subdivision 

Third Addition to the end of the meeting (8.L.) to discuss the covenants and other items in more 

detail. 

 

HIRING OF NEW POLICE CHIEF – DENNIS SCHROEDER  

Mayor Michels acknowledged Police Chief Lynn Schwager’s retirement on 12/31/2020. Mayor 

Michels then requested approval of the appointment of Dennis (Bud) Schroeder as Police Chief 

upon Chief Schwager’s retirement and interim Chief when Schwager starts his paid leave along 

with having Schroeder start at 100% of the Chief pay rate on 01/01/2021.  

 



Heiar moved with a second by Tom Roth to approve the hiring and promotion of Dennis 

Schroeder at a FYE salary rate of $67,027.36 effective 01/01/2021 and interim Chief while Chief 

Schwager is on paid leave. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

POSTING OF NEW POLICE OFFICER 

Heiar moved with a second by Tom Roth to post for hiring a full-time Police Officer at City 

Hall, in the Bellevue Herald Leader and social media. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 32-20 AMENDING REAPPOINTING CITY OFFICIALS FOR 2-

YEAR TERM TO END 7-1-2021 AS ORIGINALLY OUTLINED IN RESOLUTION NO. 

28-19 

Tom Roth moved with a second by Tim Roth to approve Resolution No. 32-20. Roll call vote 

carried unanimously.  

RESOLUTION NO. 32-20 

 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING REAPPOINTING CITY OFFICIALS FOR 2 YEAR 

TERM TO END 7-1-2021 AS ORIGINALLY OUTLINED IN RESOLUTION NO. 28-19 

 

WHEREAS, the Code of Iowa and the Bellevue Municipal Code require the appointment of 

various City officials every two years, and  

 

WHEREAS, the terms of the existing appointment of City officials was most recently updated 

with Resolution 28-19, and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Bellevue City Council that individuals serving the City be 

reappointed for 2-year terms in accordance with local and state law. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following individual will hereby replace 

existing City Official Lyn Schwager as Police Chief effective on Schwager’s retirement date of 

12/31/2020 and the following individual is hereby appointed for the remaining 2-year term to 

end 7-1-2021 

   

  Police Chief     Dennis Schroeder 

  

Adopted by the Bellevue City Council this 8th day of September, 2020. 

 

             

      Roger Michels, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

       

Abbey J. Skrivseth, City Administrator/Clerk 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 33-20 SUPPORINT COMMUNITY MASK UP JACKSON COUNTY 

AND MASK UP BELLEVUE CAMPAIGN 

The Council requested at their last meeting for Skrivseth to draft and mimic the recommended 

resolution to support and recommend mask wearing due to COVID-19. Tom Roth moved with a 

second by Medinger to approve Resolution NO. 33-20. Roll call vote carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 33-20 

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY MASK UP JACKSON COUNTY AND MASK UP 

BELLEVUE CAMPAIGN   

 

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human Services 

declared a national public health emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency was issued to coordinate 

the State of Iowa’s response to this outbreak and such disaster continues to exist; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020 the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19 

outbreak a global pandemic; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 27, a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency was issued, consistent with 

the recommendations of the Iowa Department of Public Health and Iowa Board of Medicine, 

strongly encouraging all Iowans two or older to wear a mask or other face covering when in 

public settings, especially in circumstances when it is not possible to remain six feet away from 

others outside their household, unless it is unsafe to do so because of health or disability 

 

WHEREAS, multiple cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed in Iowa and the Iowa 

Department of Public Health has determined that community spread of COVID-19 is occurring 

within our state; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue has an interest in protecting the public health, safety, and 

welfare of the citizens of Bellevue from the continued spread of COVID-19 throughout the 

community, and  

 

WHEREAS, a resolution recommending face coverings to be worn by a person in a public place 

within the City of Bellevue directly serves that interest by avoiding and/or reducing the further 

spread of COVID-19 and minimizing the strain on health care resources, while enabling the 

continuation of essential services, businesses, schools, and social life during the state of 

emergency.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, it is the City Council’s intent to support the Mask 

Up Jackson County and Mask Up Bellevue Campaign; and 

 

Adopted by the Bellevue City Council this 8th day of September, 2020. 

 

            

      Roger Michels, Mayor 



 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Abbey J. Skrivseth, City Administrator/Clerk 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 34-20 ADOPTION OF THE OFFICIAL 2020 FISCAL YEAR 

STREET FINANCE REPORT 

Tim Roth moved with a second by Tom Roth to approve Resolution No. 34-20. Roll call vote 

carried unanimously.  

RESOLUTION NO. 34-20 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE OFFICIAL 2020 FISCAL YEAR STREET 

FINANCE REPORT 

 

Be It Resolved by the Bellevue City Council that the official finance report for streets as 

prepared by the City Clerk is hereby approved. 

 

Adopted by the Bellevue City Council this 8th day of September, 2020. 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Roger Michels 

       Mayor 

 

______________________________   

Attest: Abbey J. Skrivseth     

City Admin/Clerk  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 35-20 AUTHORIZING FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO EXECUTE 

LEGAL INSTRUCTIONS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY WITH ROCK ISLAND 

DISTRICT, ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

The Corps of Engineers requested documentation to allow Skrivseth to officially sign the already 

signed form, needed by the CORPS for the Municipal Boat Ramp maintenance project. Michels 

moved with a second by Heiar to approve Resolution No. 35-20. Roll call vote carried 

unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 35-20 

A RESOLUTION FOR AUTHORIZATION FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO EXECUTE 

LEGAL INSTRUCTION ON BEHALF OF THE CITY WITH ROCK ISLAND 

DISTRICT, ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue has been awarded a grant by the Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources Commission to perform maintenance to the Municipal Boat Ramp, and 

 

WHEREAS, the maintenance project requires a Real Estate Application with the Rock Island 

District, Army Corps of Engineers, and 



 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Bellevue, Iowa hereby 

authorizes the application and authorizes City Administrator/Clerk Abbey Skrivseth to execute 

such legal instructions on behalf of the City.  

 

Passed and approved this 8th day of September, 2020. 

 

______________________________ 

       Roger Michels 

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 

______________________________   

Abbey J. Skrivseth     

City Admin/Clerk      

 

APPROVE PURCHASE OF BELLEVUE EMS NEW AC UNIT 

Medinger explained the options and quotes that were received from Kieffer Plumbing and 

Heating Inc. Medinger recommended purchasing the Lennox system with an estimated cost of 

$6,474. Tom Roth moved with a second by Michels to approve the purchase of the Lennox 

system. Roll call vote as follows: 

 

AYES: Heiar, Michels, Tim Roth & Tom Roth 

 

NAYES: None 

 

ABSTAIN: Medinger (conflict of interest, EMS President). 

 

4/0 Motion Passed. 

 

SENIOR CENTER – DINING ROOM, NEW AC UNIT 

Skrivseth informed the Council that the Senior Center’s first floor dining room AC unit is no 

longer operating. This 1993 unit was original with the building and is 27 years old. Kieffer’s 

provided a quote on two options: replace the compressor $2,275, which could still result in other 

maintenance problems or replace the unit at a cost of $6,086. The Council agreed that they plan 

to continue to use the building for meals and senior activities. Skrivseth then made the Council 

aware that the kitchen unit continues to act up and most likely will also need to be replaced in the 

future.  

 

Tim Roth moved with a second by Michels to approve the purchase of a new AC unit for the 

dining room area in the Senior Center. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATION RETRANSMISSION AGREEMENTS 

Two cable retransmission agreements are coming due: NFL and Quincy (KWWL) networks. 

Skrivseth pointed out in 12/2019 it was recommended that cable increases were needed for the 

City to breakeven on networking costs but the Council chose not to increase rates. The NFL 



network agreement will only increase by pennies. The Quincy renewal involves a larger increase 

of $2.70 (2021), $0.65 (2022) and $0.50 (2023) per subscriber. Discussion followed regarding 

viewership of Quincy channels; KWWL/channel 7 is the second most viewed channel. 

 

Councilmember Tim Roth stated the Council could look to remove the $5 discount that is given 

to customers that have both cable and internet or simply raise cable package rates. Skrivseth will 

reach out to Curtis Dean so he can provide the Council with updated rates and the suggested rate 

increase given the existing networking contracts.  

 

Tim Roth moved with a second by Tom Roth to approve both three-year contracts with the NFL 

and Quincy networks along with the Council raising cable rates accordingly to offset networking 

costs by calendar year end. Motion carried unanimously.   

 

JACKSON PARK SUBDIVISION THIRD ADDITION – CONTINUED DISCUSSION 

Continued discussion on the Jackson Park Subdivision Third Addition from the beginning of the 

meeting. The Council used the Dunn Subdivision’s covenants as a guideline and the proposed 

covenants were considered in detail. Then it was discussed on how to reach out to the local 

contractors and individuals interested in purchasing a lot in the limited timeframe available. 

 

The Council concluded to hold a special session on 09/14 to invite the public and those interested 

in purchasing a lot(s) so details can be shared. The agenda will include discussion on the land 

purchase, infrastructure bids, lot price, earnest money, covenants, purchase agreements and the 

purchase process. 

 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 

The Council will meet in special session on 09/14/2021 at 6:00 pm at the American Legion and 

in regular session on 09/21/2020 at 6:30 pm in the Council Chambers. The Council will push off 

work sessions to discuss ATV’s and Nuisance Abatement so focus can be given to the time 

restricted Jackson subdivision. 

 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

The following amounts were received or expended in the month of August: 

    RECEIPTS DISBURSED 

GENERAL: 

  Basic General Fund 90,550.00 117,569.48 

P.I.L.O.T 858.00 

 Lib Gift Fund 20.00 1,726.95 

L.O.T. Prop Tax Red. 9,776.40 

 Franchise-Prop Tx 632.89 

 Franchise Streets 632.88 

 R.R. Crossing Funds 1,088.00 

 CAPITAL PROJECTS: 

  Park Imp Proj. 355.25 

 SPECIAL REVENUE: 

  L.O.T. Street Dept 11,674.47 6,268.75 



Road Use Tax  23,184.30 14,339.65 

Debt Service 6,304.41 

 PROPRIETARY FUNDS: 
  Ambulance 27,975.55 10,671.95 

Telecommunication 125,144.76 104,408.56 

Sanitation 42,020.57 25,032.78 

Water 35,361.14 18,045.05 

Electric  267,098.13 201,988.17 

Electric Cap Imp 127.23 920.00 

Customer Deposit 433.00 906.00 

Storm Water Fund 6,192.59 1,952.49 

Sewer 37,567.16 26,332.99 

Sewer Cap. Improvement 85.96 

 TOTALS 687,082.69 530,162.82 

 

LIBRARY BILLS AND CLAIMS 

The following Bills and Claims were paid as authorized in August: 

 

Business Memo Amount 

Access Systems Copier Exp 75.51 

Baker & Taylor Library Books 466.47 

Demco Office Supplies 774.63 

Dubuque Fire Equipment Equip Maint 35.00 

Lampe True Value Office Supplies 70.58 

Oriental Trading Gift Fund 660.22 

Overdrive Library Books 632.38 

Petty Cash Postage/Misc 2.80 

State Library of Iowa Library Books 62.00 

The Herald Leader Periodicals/Gift Fund 388.10 

Windstream Telephone 11.63 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

As there were no other matters on the agenda for discussion, Mayor Roger Michels adjourned the 

meeting at 9:12 P.M. 

             

City Administrator/Clerk                           Mayor  
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